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“Bonds” Kojun, 6th grade, Miyagi
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“Smiling girl in our school bus” Ryg, 6th grade, Miyagi E l/-t L\gt_ L\T?J
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“Eyes on the future of Fukushima” Wakana, 11th grade, Fukushima
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"A sunflower looking up the sun" Kaisei, 6th grade, Miyagi
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To create a place where children’s voices can be heard in the recovery from disasters and community
development, Plan has implemented the “Child Media Project” in over 30 countries, including India and Haiti,
that experienced earthquakes and tsunami. This magazine is a collection of works that were born out of the

“Child Media Project” carried out by Plan Japan after the Great East Japan Earthquake.

VOICE
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Six months from the earthquake, there were schools that
had initiated their own support activities and there were
children who became aware that their values and ways of
looking at things were changing. Many stories introducing

such actions and children’s changing awareness were
contributed.
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Nijino-oka Elementary School, Miyagi
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Some students in grades 5 and 6 at elementary schools in
Ishinomaki and Onagawa, under the guidance of a

photographer, compiled photos of scenes and expressions
of friends that could only be captured right then.
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The student council of Shichigahama Junior High School
participated in a video workshop. Reflecting back on their

recent experiences, they recorded on video what they
thought would be issues for the future
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Kaihoku Elementary School, Miyagi
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Shichigahama Junior High School, Miyagi
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| am a part of a music production in Shichigahama
town. Last November, a musical based on the March
11 disasters was performed here. It is about people
who died in the disaster communicating with those
who are left. The script also mentioned my friend who
died in the tsunami. As we were rehearsing, | started
to feel like my friend was actually speaking to me “I'm
always by your side” and | sometimes cried. What
this production has taught me is that you have to
move on one day. | now feel that | have to live my life
as fully as | can for my friend.

Nami , 8th grade, Miyagi
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The title, “Go ahead” is quoted from the article above.

Dream Town.

rEE&J Friends under the umbrella
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Our Dream town is “Friends under the umbrella” , which
resembles a couple sharing an umbrella. Under one roof
(umbrella) everyone is bonded. Here there is no
discrimination and everyone is welcome except for those
that bring with them weapons that can start wars. We hope
that these peaceful towns will fill the world.

Masumi, Yuka, Inori, 10th grade, Miyagi
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This is a project called VOICE that involves almost 500 kids. It includes the introduction of
their regions and their own initiatives, as well as pictures which they have drawn of their
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Waiting for the new year
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The store fronts of the neighborhood shops were lined with
special foods for the New Year celebrations. Seeing that
made me realize at a deep level that the old year would
soon pass and a new year would be upon us. The
earthquake taught me that our normal everyday lives should
not be taken for granted. While being thankful for being able
to live in “extraordinary circumstances,” | truly wish that
our ordinary lives can continue.

Haruka , 10th grade, Fukushima
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Visit to the Yamada Junior High School
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In my town, there is “Star Festival” every August.
The festival is derived from a father who was
angered by Hikoboshi (Altair) and Orihime (Vega)
who spent all their days playing and not working.
The father separated the two, and this was the
only day of the year when they were allowed to
reunite in the Milky Way. During the Star Festival,
there are many decorations. This year the students
of elementary and junior high schools all made
paper cranes which totaled 80 thousand. With the
Star Festival decorations we created together, we
want to continue to make the town Sendai a bright
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Our junior high school sent support goods to Yamada Junior High School which was struck by the
tsunami and some of our extra-curricular activity clubs such as the basketball club and softball
club visited the school and held club exchanges with students who were not able to take part in
extracurricular activities. We think it must have been quite a shock to have the town where all
their memories lay, just disappear in one day. But on that day, the students at Yamada Junior High
greeted us with smiles. The bonds that we formed that day will never break.

Student council of Hokuryd Junior High School, lwate
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Foundation of my life
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YOSAKOI Festival
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Due to the effects of radiation, our school is not allowed to conduct outdoor
activities. So we took up the challenge to have dance activities indoors. Together we
thought up the name of the team and participated in the “YOSAKOI Festival” on
September 25th. Many teams participated and we were able to demonstrate our
energetic dances. Through YOSAKOI we were able to strengthen teamwork and
bonding even further with all the people.

Motoki, Yuki, Wataru, Ryo, 6th grade, Fukushima
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| have been active in supporting homeless people for over 10 years, participating in
distributing hot food. 3 days after the Great East Japan Earthquake | took part in
distribution of hot food to the survivors of the disaster even while | felt a little
apprehensive due to the events of the disaster. Homeless people also came to
provide volunteer services. Each time we began to run short of supplies, support was
received from both Japan and from overseas, ensuring that we never ran out. For me
the disaster in March was also the most heart wrenching experience. At the same
time, | was deeply struck with the importance of people living each day supporting
one another, the joy of sharing what they have with each other and the daily
emotional lift of being supported by the goodwill of people around the world. | think

that these experiences will form the foundation of my life going forward.
Kyoko, 11th grade, Miyagi
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Starlight Pageant

WAKDOR—F 1ML, AT LEBO T B5E) ST
WO % DAIZ 46 FHEDLEDBEATfHIT SATF 510
IX—Ia ANURTT, 2011 Fi2. 1282H»512H31H
FCRMESNE L= ZFEETTHFESTWEBKSS AENEAA
KER OB RN TEALAL, BN XERELLD
X ROIAAIPIEL) SDENPRHD BRELL BT
hil;g.:o CDEIBANNERSTVWDRREDRSER., FH
RKEEM 4 EORHBIREEL TNT, ELAUAKDA—T
TN ERETRIIEN TE IBDFEDRENP EBVEL T,
2011 FIZ—D R FE IV BDEKEN H-/-%25TT, #ALESAIT
BOshELAEL? FIIESEPSEDOIIShEHATLS,
RELHABDNES DY, TTEEROA—T T ESNS
LOLTT B% NEHSE BHEWLAT

Sendai Starlight Pageant is an illumination event with 460 thousand LED lights
decorated on zelkova trees in central Sendai. The lights that had been used until last
year were all washed away by the tsunami and many feared that the event would not
be able to be held. However, many donations were received and LED lights were lent
by other cities and the light of hope was lit up in Sendai. In 2011 there was said to be
one pink light bulb among all the bulbs. Did any one of you see it? I, unfortunately,
was not able to find it. Yaki, 5th grade, Miyagi
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It seems a lot of green disappeared also in Sendai. In the shadow of modernization
and increased convenience and flashiness lie the grass and flowers. What was the
price we paid for convenience and safety? The powers of nature calm our hearts
and soothe our minds. That brings people smiles and happiness.

Kyoko, 11th grade, Miyagi
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What we can do for the recovery
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Watching the destruction of the coast on TV and through the
newspapers and thinking about what we can do to help, we
decided to carry out a project of sending books to one of the
elementary schools struck by the disaster. We selected about
120 books recommended by book-reader volunteers and
librarians. In the summer, students in the brass band held a
charity concert to collect money to buy the books. We
continue to be active even now. When we become adults
and are leading the recovery, | want to become a person
who is able to extend a helping hand to those in need.
Nanami, Miyu, Yuka, Miku  5th grade, Miyagi
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Ms.Shibata, Teacher of Yoshinari Elementary School, Miyagi
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56 students (grade 5th and 6th) from Kaihoku Elementary School (in Ishinomaki) and Onagawa Dai-Ni Elementary School took
their cameras and sought to shoot photos of “recovery” and “bonding” in the areas that are trying to get back on their feet.

%V)% Marina 3& Haruka

#< Miku

i Itsuki

FESHIZBNOEER X Canon
8~1IN—YDERRFY/ &t
»530BDHATEHEILTERLEL
teo FEBIBETI N BDHATEFIC,
BUEWRPICHO I e TEELL,
ZOBEE)TOE) BILEL EFET,

fi#% Kenya

FRNEYY S %

BATINEEA

resaana. |55 LN PFRNALEA pr57e EHRIAT
I 1£#8 Sana Mr.Toru 110, Photographer

%ﬂ?é&qﬁi{(‘tt& TUNAEFIIL, BEXFX TS
B OIRFUIAD/-FEBEDENF ETHEHNRNT
L7zo A1 AT H->TREBER 2L, [
HLW~ ] EEVHWENS 1 EENTEEIR-,
ZDHEL. BEBKERRTLT1TDH 4, RN
v, HEDEELEVWAALBDICL X EREITTVD
Flloo BEIAIZ S~ DR, AEmDPVH- TRETHEHCIE
SENDDIN, KENPEFNILET, BEAANRYIMCAREEDVES
THRERBZEDbNET, ThIIBPBEBEDREES1WBLET, SELV
WEEHN LV IEWBNELZ, Eo&, 1KEADEEN H-7:13 7 TT 1,

b4

#&Z Anna #1E Ruka
.y ; A& Saki
£ A Takato ## Kazuki

1> Kokoro

E Hiromu

On the first day of the workshop, | was impressed with the children’s lit up eyes, as
they took their digital cameras in hand. Photographs are communication tools and
when taking photos, there are conversations and smiles. Even when facing scenery

or pets, there is conversation and sometimes it is a conversation with oneself. There
must have been many conversations in this experience.
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Mr.Yokoe, Teacher of Kaihoku
Elementary School, Miyagi
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| thought that it was important for the children not to be on
the receiving end of support, but to be standing on the side
of providing support through this child media project. This is
why we joined the project. Reflecting back on family,

friends and everyday life as seen through the camera finder,
I think, gave the children a fresh view of life.
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Kaihoku Elementary School had been a
sponsor of Plan Japan even before the
earthquake. Contributing the money collected
by recycling aluminum cans, sponsored by the
Welfare Committee, they were in contact with
Kefa, a boy from Kenya. After the earthquake,
when the children received a letter from Kefa
saying, “I will always be with you,” the
children sent back a message of appreciation.
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I live near a Buddha statue in Sendai. The statue is on the top of a hill and can be
seen from anywhere in the city. | can see a small patch of ocean and ships going
by from my balcony. When | look at the sea, | can tell the earth is a globe. After the
March 11 earthquake, the city lost the power and went dark. I've never seen so
many stars. It was so beautiful. Now | often wish there was a town where people
can see many stars, even with the lights in the city. Misaki, 5th grade, Miyagi
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Let us care for the earth, friends and our limited resources. The

world is our friend from the time we were born.
Riko, Anzu, Kotowa, 5th grade, Miyagi
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In today’s world, many suffer from poverty and disasters. What we want to highlight in
the ideal world is peace. | wanted to express a town where everyone is able to live in
harmony, where nature overflows in the form of forests and oceans and where people

are able to be self-sufficient and there are facilities such as seniors’ homes and places

to play and where smiles come free and easy.
Monami, Yui, Mao, Mayuko, 12th grade, Miyagi
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Children in the Newspaper Committee at the Sendai Municipal
Nijino-oka Elementary School decided to join the “Children’s
Magazine” project as soon as they heard about it. They wanted to

send an energetic message to respond to all the support they
received from across the country.
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Our Action
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At the JRC Committee, we have been undertaking community
cleanup activities. Picking up trash on the way to school, taking
care of the flower beds, in the fall picking up fallen leaves and in
the winter, snow shoveling. Through another activity, “1 Yen
donations,” an average of roughly ¥10,000 a year is collected.
We have received help from people all across the world. It is our
hope that we will be able to return the favor no matter how small
it may be. Nankddai Higashi Junior High School, Miyagi
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Temporary housing has been built on the school grounds and people who lost their
houses in the earthquake are trying to make their lives there. We decided to paste a
poster on a school window positioned just where it can be seen from the temporary
housing and send them a message. We made 2 messages: “Let’s make bloom the
flowers of bright smiling faces” and “Walk tall looking upwards.” We thought these

messages would help to cheer them up.
Student council of Tagajo Junior High School, Miyagi
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In order to come even a little closer to understanding what the people affected by the
earthquake were feeling, we had a simulated experience of life at an evacuation center.
At first, we all joked and laughed and started out quite joyfully. But by the third period all
became quiet. At lunch, instead of the regular school lunch, we ate survival rations. They
were tasteless like a dried out cookie. It was a long day. When we thought that this is the
life which the survivors had to endure for over 3 months, it was mind-boggling. This

experience changed the way my classmates approached things. We are now much more
serious, thinking about the best for the affected people. Mai, 5th grade, Chiba
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This is the candy store that | used to go often when | was in primary school. Although the
landscape surrounding it has changed, this little shop has not changed itself at all. |
thought to myself that ‘Some things in the world change dramatically but some do so
slowly” and took this photo. Haruka, 10th grade, Fukushima
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This is a blackboard of our provisional school house. Now it's already too cold to sit in this

classroom without heating. When the permission was given by the school to turn the

heaters on, | shed tears in spite of myself. There is no hardship of dealing with temporary
facilities in a warm classroom spilling over with smiles. Nanae, 11th grade, Fukushima
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Photo essay from Fukushima
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This persimmon tree is still standing after the
earthquake. But nobody is going to eat the
persimmon from this tree this year.

Miyd, 10th grade, Fukushima
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This is a shop in Ouchijuku, in Fukushima. Even after the earthquake, many people visit
Yaya, 10th grade, Fukushima

there and it is full of smiles and laughter.
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| was not able to use this heater for a while after
the earthquake. Now it is working again and | am
thankful for that. Hideaki, 10th grade, Fukushima
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Dandelion blooming near my house. The glittering greenery and the cotton wool seems to
me like a symbol of the recovery. Serina, 10th grade, Fukushima
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This is a temporary convenience store, built for the temporary housing area neayby.
Although the earthquake and the nuclear crisis are giving those tough times, people are
putting a lot of effort into making their lives better and more convenient.

Yia, 10th grade, Fukushima
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This is my brother playing joyfully on a cold day. For some months after the earthquake,
we were not able to play outdoors and we had to protect ourselves from radiation
wearing long sleeves and masks. | hope the days will come soon, when we can freely play
without worries. Hiro, 10th grade, Fukushima
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My older brother is acting to be “Ultra-
Man"”. We are enjoying our lives, without
too much fearof radiation.

Shihomi, 11th grade, Fukushima
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This is my grandpa cooking for my grandma. They had to move out of their house because

of the radiation. They strongly wish to go back there as soon as possible.
Rena, 10th grade, Fukushima
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Participation as a Photography club,
Koriyama Higashi High School
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Through the filming | was reminded that Fukushima today is not so
down. | want people to erase the image of Fukushima equals

radiation and look at Fukushima from a variety of angles.
Haruka, 10th grade

| THEEN BHEERE

Mr.Fujii, teacher in charge of Photography club
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At the main campus, half of the school building suffered severe
damage and was not usable. Choir festivals and ball tournaments
had to be cancelled or scaled back. | wanted to show the scenes of
gradual return to vivacious normal living in spite of being plagued
by anxiety with fears of after-shocks and radiation. When we reflect

back after several years, what we have done will come to have a
great meaning.

ABRENIEC Students studied in a gymnasium
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20114, ?Eﬁt:?;limllﬁbf:htﬁﬁ’ébibf:o evacuation facilities, along with their capacity, evacuation routes and
In Shichigahama Town, the smallest town in the Tohoku Region, there is a program where the 5 elementary and junior gi:ttz:]r;cjzz 2?:12::§:tt::rgoe;tr§2.mmunity e e T T
high schools attend the town hall meetings and present their ideas. e, %Ezkkﬁifﬁ BTz 55A7T5§ Fﬁ%ﬁiﬁ’fﬁﬂltﬁ”
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[REED SN BDTTRGHIN My sER702 1IN e —dAY i EAPR R R OR £ 4T a4 0K,

AEBESODTEERE |7 /7 % 7/ B TRV EEZTOET,
- 24

biTo —-o>8IZ H/\ ,J\ Siomi Elementary School: After the Great East Japan Earthquake, the
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thermal power plant located in the town suspended operations and there

§ j(»fj (D‘;E?Eo)iﬁ’&%-?{. I M BT || [err i were concerns about electricity shortages. An idea to combat this was to
—Cil/fco Bﬁi Imﬁif%tl/—( i GDHULBJ'J')EL’PBJE '(L‘f xS EDH L turn off the electricity in classrooms when there is no one in the rooms and
/§H H{O)DXE EEROLE LT, EBICATOERME). Bﬁ == WEER IR RUZEBIR before the beginning of class and at lunchtime. Also, to stop turning up the
s E = %ﬁbibf‘b‘—('d—o == H heating too high.
EEOEE IERIZLTHEIEVIT AT THHENEL L, Sl &
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WORZDETITHFERLES. i?ﬁb'((t SfEEX = - [ ] DE. BIVFZADRKREE
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LT, SERRLIENESAERLEEDHEE VL Toshiki, 9th grade, Koyd Junior High School 53], [E<BVEIHAERIIAN T
Ekiraku Elementary School: In building the town 10 years from now, there B\ = HS5 = ALy BOEES | £E. [5E TANE
were ideas for building an aquarium and amusement park and creating a "“Li_d-" Ei‘féti'f7/7'—r TiGENCY . d345L ol %tbc_(;%ﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁfTﬂb‘ﬁ)’)iTo [ & = :J i —i«i - [EH_E?{ \J_ ra:J
center that would sell local specialty goods. Around the center, trees will DEREECE)BEATNEEZTVET, o " F7-EHRICEREFTRUEE LI
; . - ) E=E AN 1@?*&@ EWFEBICESTERE
need to be planted for protection against the tsunami, roads will need to be - = Y N i EI0y N
raised along with other disaster prevention measures. | wish that everyone Matsugahama Elementary School: Our plan is to exhibit our region’s BB EDTEBAYLHRIZERVET,
who supported us will come and enjoy the town. traditional Taiko drums and to create an opportunity for more people to ) ) ) ) Discussion was held among the children after the “Children’s Conference”
come to the school’s festivals where we can show our appreciation to all ' think that our Ch”d“?” s Confe.re.nce Isan and some specific action plans that can be practiced by the entire school,
for their support until now. We also want to take part in volunteer activities important chance to deliver the opinions of the were decided on, including “appointing persons in charge of turning off the
such as cleaning up the town and weeding around the town. children who do not have a right to vote. @»;ﬁ%‘: lights” and “play vigorously outside during recesses to keep from being
cold.”

201\ T

‘b’)’ﬁ*?*} Shichigahama Junior High School: There vo‘ce'
— — were many seniors with difficulties in . .
r*L\r:B “_T\‘gé € t] getting to the places where they can get from Sh|Ch|gahama (tg—ﬁﬂ]ﬂﬁ%ﬁ% ﬁ&ﬁfgﬁjéﬁ,\

water and relief goods. We came up with

e the idea of creating a disaster prevention Mr.lino, Board of Education at Shichigahama town
RIT4T5 TOEHLT. 5 S CHEIKIBE team by junior high school students. Thi
) S oy Tk d R T3 WPt oy st BIGRBULSEL FEOLEASENBS
PEEMEORB BRI THIEVAN ZNBIEE e .
& gathered at the evacuation site and will b‘b%)f WAA E%E’J&?ﬁeﬁﬁ‘?ﬁ‘?f:gc‘:( @
FWELTco 22T, RPEICLBRIRMBBENFDLEE S:Lpsoi:te ";,f';edri”;':i{;“’u toef ﬁz&mwnto FEELH KR EABITRT
AU BESSIMEIR Z S Al BRI S o 1 T Wale ToTioas WEZECHERSNEL L, _’
EF'—T—EE—(*tﬁEéﬂ ﬁ;ﬁ}’ﬁﬁgmﬁqa{ﬂ“@ T_-:EJE taking refuge at home. | was deeply impressed that the children, while
! ﬁ%‘v%ﬁ’@%ﬂ(%iﬂ”i?o if..*l‘f*(ri?’\"')?“f?7 keeping hold of their dream, could still come up with
specific ideas for action.
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Shichigahama in Miyagi Prefecture is a town devastated by the tsunami. The students of the
Shichigahama Junior High School prepared a video because they want, not only their town,
but people across the world to be prepared for disasters like tsunami.
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To have experienced the job of producing a video | was hearthroken when shoppers in the
v0|c0' was also invaluable. supermarket refused to let me interview them.
of the students BAABRE A Kotaro SEEX A Sumine
ErRRHEIFHSNATOENDT, ZOBYK 217 EREANTN, IRh-BRIEES
¥ N N
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“Nobody expected the Tsunami” HiTEE AT IR FSEEE A LWTY, =TT,
OurPlanetTV Through this short video,_l h_ope more people will " There were also scenes. where | forgot to switch
come to know about Shichigahama and support on the power for the microphone and ended up
[1 FEgTIDAE; &ﬁiﬁfkgb\/}i‘i*& ﬁ‘?f"o)—(/diliﬁbf 1o us. with soundless images. }
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Eﬁ%ootzito Al After the tsunami struck in India, what did the children do?

hama
A youth from India came to Shichiga
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| thought whether or not people take action inmediately after the emergency siren
sounds would be due to day to day evacuation drills. | call on the entire town,

including adults and children, to recognize the importance of evacuation drills. 11 R DB, XAYRZHHE (2004 F12R) (CEBFETHK LY /N— FTWESAICTINGEEILEL =, FHDBEK 7y TEIER LV, FLEERS
& B< FREAH 2011 -'EEQHL_%EHJ triEFERESNEL, MR/~ SNBERDTHAUACFESENERER IAATYLELT,
eSS DB~ E DS DXy £~ e e
“Memories from the tsunami-hit area Messages from students” 274, ZOOA’EHULJEJ:/J“Q%‘?%bibLo and they took actions to make the village more comfortable for the children to live in.
Shobanath visited Shichigahama town. He was 11 years old when he experienced FEHLTSTDI>1-AT.
ﬁg&ﬁﬁ’é1$%§bf:l@7’)b—7°‘i\ %:'(»o)ﬁﬁ%%)ttﬁ&%%%?%”i Asian tsunami (December 2004). He also produced a video in 2005 as a part of a N

Child Media Project by Plan India. =g
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This was created by members who experienced life at the evacuation center. We call for fair

distribution of goods and swift responses to be given with families with pets. We must continue
speaking of this recent experience and use it in developing future disaster prevention measures.

Children’s club got a School
Bus running so that children
who had to move far away
could still go to school.

Bk R DATER] ZHI(FRDUN

_ —FR&AIH
RRTRRT S LrghFERE e
BEONE-1-BGE B A VNELE EADESAL =t 2% A Shobanath and friends in the process of a

video workshop.

* BURIET SV DN DITT Y1 (Www.plan-japan.org) T R5h%T,
HAAXAERSGEHMEAND., FELXT(T7 - 7OV TV MEZEBLLEEL, ) | .
They shared their own videos with each

Videos are available on our website; http://www.youtube.com/user/planjapantv2011jp other. They made a presentation in Tokyo.
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Along with my brothers, we make up the string music group in the community of
Santo Domingo. Since we were very young, we learned from our dad to play the
guitar and started singing at our church. We make songs for example, a song of a
sexual and reproductive health course taken by adolescents through a project
fostered by Plan Nicaragua. Through our songs, we transmit messages about our
rights. This is what we like the best. The community encourages us to continue

learning more about music although our dream goes beyond learning. Our greatest
wish is to teach other children music. Ariel, 14 yrs old, Nicaragua
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November 19th is Child Abuse Prevention Day. On that day a sports day was held at
Samariga Elementary School. From the thought of “children celebrating their days as
children” contributing to prevent Child abuse, Plan Zimbabwe played a central role in
planning the event. In Zimbabwe cases of children suffering quietly from parents
abandoning parenting and sexual abuse are not rare. On that day children and their
families got together enjoyed a day of games and fun. There were games for all ages
and divided by ages. There were sack race, bean bag race, tug of war and so on. We
were all grateful that such an enjoyable sport event was held. We encourage you all
to “Catch us young but do not abuse us”.

Tafara from Samaringa Elementary School, Zimbabwe
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Mrs. Veronika and her family dump garbage in the front yard. When it rains the
garbage in that place overflows and the water carries the garbage to residents’ front
yards located in the lowland. Other neighbor also said that the residents in the vicinity
were also attacked by mosquitoes coming from the garbage dump. After the two
Young Journalists from Plan Indonesia explain about the dangers of the garbage dump,
Mrs. Veronika’'s family promises to the residents in the surrounding areas to
immediately clean up the garbage. Mario 17 years old, Yunita 18 years old, Indonesia
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Are girls and boys being treated differently by teachers and fellow students?
We think yes. Here are two stories. School 1:In our primary school, there were a
lot of discussions about how girls should speak up more. But | remember a
majority of the girls was just as active as the boys. But the teacher was talking
about "quiet girls” instead of "quite persons”. School 2: At my school, there
were some guys who filmed us girls when we took a shower. At that time, one of
the teachers said that boys don't care if anyone sees them naked but that girls
are more sensitive. | get so mad at this. There are guys who are uncomfortable
showering with other guys. And aren’t there girls who are less shy showing
themselves naked? Article 2 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child(CRC)
clearly says that boys and girls should not be treated differently. So we suggest
that teachers should get more education on the CRC when they get their
diploma. Tova 15 years old, Agnes and Alva 16 years old, Sweden
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One of the biggest society problems in El Salvador is violence and criminality, which
is being constantly feed by gangs. Gangs are criminal and violent antisocial groups
that are always looking up to obtain more people into their groups. We feel very
vulnerable in the communities, but. | am very clear in what | want for my future. This
is why | have joined the “football soccer school projects” by Plan. It teaches me
discipline and to push myself as hard as possible to achieve every goal that | want. |
am sure that if we all focus in sports instead of robbing, we will help in decreasing
the amount of homicides in our country. Javier, 17 years old, El Salvador
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From all over the world,
the people gave us support.

BN
EDLSVOENSEAICEED STOETH? T
194 DELHENDISB. BAAOLEERLEADIZ 163 DELHEBTY (L 552d),

ZOLEMICIZE EEEREhBRLVELEPLIBYELA. hE
T2 D NS TKEADEEA YV E—OHEEEL =, EO—BETBNLET

Of the 194 countries and regions, 163 countries and regions offered their assistance for Japan. Among them were significant
numbers of poor countries that we call “developing countries.”
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Please accept my sincerest condolences.
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We'd like to help Japanese
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Emergency response in Tohoku
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While jogging in the morning glow, | passed a parent and a child
heading for the fields and then | pass piglets and a mother goat with
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finished elementary school, thanks to a scholarship. Her mother says,
“I can't read but | want the children to study and be able to take on
different jobs. | can work the fields by
myself.” Pajon’s dream for the future is to
become a nurse and, thankful that she is
able to go to school, she studies hard.
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Plan is a nonprofit, nongovernmental
organization founded in 1937. It
provides assistance for community
development involving children in 50
countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America. In the desaster affected
area, not only we provide emergency
response but we work on the desaster
risk management.
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Areas of activities up until now had been
limited to the developing countries but
with the 2011 earthquake we began
support activities domestically for the first
time. We provided goods to the
evacuation centers and created child
friendly spaces there. In the psychosocial
care program, we provided the drumming
session to the children, as well as
psychosocial care workshops for the
teachers and caregivers.
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On March 11, 2011 the Great East Japan Earthquake struck. It was an event that
will never be forgotten. Plan Japan, a NGO which supports children in developing
countries, commenced its activities supporting children and people in Miyagi
Prefecture. “It is at such times as this that we want to hear the voices of
children.” It was with this thought in mind that this Children’s Magazine was
compiled by the children in tsunami and earthquake affected areas.
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Plan China, Plan Egypt, Plan El Salvador, Plan Honduras, Plan India, Plan Indonesia,
Plan Laos, Plan Nicaragua, Plan Sweden, Plan Zimbabwe
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